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Church of Ireland to form a close alliance 'with the Church of England. For thi$ purpose, probably, an Irish convocation., after the restoration of Charles the Second, adopted the thirty-nine articles, which had been drawn up by an English convocation in Queen Elizabeth's reign. At the time of the union of the two kingdoms, the two churches were united under the title of the united Church of England and Ireland, although it is difficult to understand precisely what is meant by an united Church. Until very lately the Church of Ireland was governed by four Archbishops and eighteen Bishops, but by a tyrannical act of the state, the number has now been diminished to two Archbishops and twelve Bishops.
CHURCH OF ROME. The Church of Rome is properly that particular Church over which the Bishop of Rome presides, as the Church of England is that Church over which the Bishop of Canterbury presides. To enter into the history of that foreign Church, to describe its boundaries, to explain those peculiar doctrines which are contrary to Catholic doctrines, but which are retained in it, to discuss its merits or its corruptions, would be beside the purpose of this Dictionary. But there are certain schismatical communities in these kingdoms, which have set up an altar against our altar, and which are designated as the Church of Rome in England, and the Church of Rome in Ireland; and with the claims of these schismatical sects, in which the obnoxious doctrines of the Church of Rome, as asserted in the so-called council of Trent, are maintained, and in which the supremacy of the Pope of Rome is acknowledged, we are nearly concerned. It will be proper, therefore, to give an account of gthe introduction of Romanism or Popery into this country subsequently to the Reformation. From the preceding articles it will have been seen that the Church of England was canonically reformed. The old Catholic Church of England, in accordance with the law of GOD and the canons,.asserted its ancient independence. That many members of the Church were in their hearts opposed to this great movement, is not only probable but certain, yet they did not incur the sin of schism, by establishing a sect in opposition to the Church of England, until the twelfth year of Elizabeth's reign, when they